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PARMENTER, Henry 
 
Corporal, 40944 
7th Battalion, Suffolk Regiment 
formerly 1416, Suffolk Regiment 
Place of Birth: Long Melford 
Date of Death: Saturday, 28th April 1917 
Killed in Action  
Memorial: Arras Memorial 
Theatre of War: France & Flanders  
Aged 29 years 
 
Born on 29th April 1887, Henry Parmenter was the second surviving son and eighth 
of the thirteen children born to Charles Parmenter and Ellen, nee Sillitoe.  Charles 
had been born in East Horndon, Essex in 1854 and married Ellen in Sudbury, Suffolk 
in 1874.  He was an agricultural labour, like his father, but by 1881 he was working 
as a fibre mat weaver and his family was living in Long Melford. 
 
The family moved to Haverhill shortly before Henry’s birth there in 1887.  Henry was 
baptised at Long Melford as his older siblings had been before him. 
 
By 1891 the family lived at 34 Eden Road, and Charles was a foreman mat maker at 
Gurteen’s Factory.  Although having six young children, Ellen was a cloth clipper of 
wool.  Ten years later the family was living at 7 Duddery Road and Henry, then age 
14 years, was a shop boy and porter. There were now ten children living at home. 
 
Henry married Ethel Alice Notley in 
1908, and they set up home at 31 Mill 
Road.  By 1911 Henry was working as 
a mat maker for Gurteen’s and Ethel 
was a hair weaver and they had two 
children, Freda, born 1908 and 
Charles Henry, born 1910.  Two more 
children followed, Phyllis in 1911 and 
Reginald in 1915.  Henry found time to 
play with the Haverhill Brass Band, 
where he was a popular drummer. 
 
He had been worked for Gurteen’s for 
16 years when he enlisted, at Bury St. 
Edmunds, as Private No. 1416 in the 
5th Battalion, Suffolk Regiment.   
 
He was a Lance Corporal by 
September 1914 and was later 
transferred to the 7th (Service) 
Battalion as Corporal No. 40944. 

Henry and family  
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On 28th April 1917, Ernest was involved in an operation to capture Roeux. His 
Battalion was tasked with attacking Rifle and Bayonet Trench but owing to heavy 
enemy shellfire and machine guns firing from Roeux had to fall back to its start point.  
 
The battalion war diary tells us that: ‘In the line - 28th  - Brigade attacked lines in front 
of Pelves, Norfolks right, Berks left, Suffolk to pass through Berks and capture far 
objective. Zero was at 4:25am. Battn left Sunken Road just behind front line at 
4:45am in artillery formation. Heavy barrage and M.G. fire and attack failed, unable 
to advance beyond Bayonet Trench.’ 

 
Ernest’s family had moved to 7 Downs Place by the time they received the sad news 
that he had been killed in action whilst serving in France on 28th April 1917, one day 
before his 30th birthday.   
 
The South West Suffolk Echo reported on 19th May 1917: 

  
‘We much regret to announce that Mrs. H.Parmenter, of 7 Down's Place, 
Haverhill, has received intimation from the War Office that her husband, 
Corpl. H Parmenter, 30 years of age, second son of Mr. and Mrs. C. 
Parmenter of 7 Duddery Road, Haverhill, was killed in action on April 
28th. Corpl. Parmenter will be much missed in the town. He enlisted in the 
Suffolk Regiment, in which he was at the time of his death. He was an 
employee of Messrs D. Gurteen and Sons in their mat department for 
sixteen years prior to joining up, and his loss will be severely felt by all 
with whom he came into contact, especially the Haverhill Brass Band, in 
which he acted as drummer. He leaves a widow and four young children.’ 

 
Henry Parmenter is remembered with honour at the Arras Memorial, in the 
Faubourg-d’Amiens Cemetery, Arras, France, and also on the Old Independent 
Church Memorial, where he was an active member. 
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At the unveiling of the Haverhill War Memorial, three wreaths were laid for Henry:  
 

from his sorrowing Mum and Dad, 
from his loving Sisters, Eva, Flo and Gladys 

and from his Wife and Children. 
 
 
Ernest was awarded the British and Victory Medals. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
On the anniversary of 
his death this message 
was published in the 
local newspaper. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Later in 1920, Ethel married William Peacock of Haverhill. 
 
Henry’s son Charles, married Grace Carter in 1933, and their elder son John married 
Margaret Ann Hammond and known as Ann, in 1955.  John and Ann’s four 
daughters, Janet, Jennifer, Gillian and Rebecca still live locally. 


